Case xxx.
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TO THE AIR DEPT OF THE DEFENCE STAFF

Re: Observation of a rocket-powered missile on Aug 15

While crayfishing on the west side of the cape of Storsjön - between Gnesta and Björnlunda, where the manor of Närlunda is situated - a luminous object was sighted in the sky at 9.07 until 9.08 pm. The object was assumed to be a rocket-powered missile. 

Witnesses were Major Thure Olsson, undersigned, two ladies and a ten year old boy. The boy was the first one to make the observation.
He made us aware of a light at the verge of the forest, somewhat west of L in Ljunga.

The boy told us that he had seen the light standing still for a while. The rest of us just saw it moving in an even, possibly declining trajectory from northwest towards southeast. We could watch it for a minute until it disappeared behind a clump of trees between us and B in Björkeby.

The object did not seem to be very distant and we assumed it moved above the lake Nyckelsjön and the airport at Vängse. The light was very brilliant and seemed to have a long and narrow shape. The light intensity was not constant but seemed to decrease periodically and then increase again.

We saw no fuselage and heard no sound of an engine. As it was a quiet evening we would have heard a sound coming from an aeroplane. The distance may have been longer, however, than we thought.

The object could not have been a meteor as it seemed to move relatively slowly and as the trajectory was almost horizontal. We also discussed the possibility of a jet plane or a commercial aeroplane with powerful lights in the cabin windows, or an aeroplane with an engine failure of a kind  that would cause a brightly shining  exhaust flame. None of us, however, believed in any of these explanations.

Later on I contacted the aviation guard at Vängse airport to check if any aeroplanes had been in the air at the time and if somebody else had noticed the strange light. As we did not hear about anybody else having seen the phenomenon and as we have not had any explanation we decided to report our observations. 

Närlunda Säteri, Gnesta, August 19, 1946
/signed/ Matts A Stenström
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